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@ Tablets comprising trimethoprim and a sulfonamide. 

(£) The invention relates to tablets containing 
trimethoprim or a salt thereof and a sulfonamide or a 
salt thereof and an ion exchanger of the artificial 
resin type. The total weight of the active ingredients 
is from 80 to 98% of the tablet weight. 
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TABLETS COMPRISING TROMETHOPRIM AND A SULPONAMIDE 



This invention r lates to tablets containing an 
adnnixture of 2,4-diannino-5-(3.4,5-trimethoxyben- 
2yl)pyrinnidine (trimethoprim) and a sulfonamide. 
Phannaceutical compositions comprising said in- 
gredients are well known for the treatment of s 
microblaily-infected animals and humans. They 
usually contain trimethoprim and a sulfonamide in a 
ratio of 1:5 and the dosages of the mixture com- 
monly given to adult patients are from 100 to 1000 

When conventional pharmaceutical techniques 
are employed, the amount of active ingredients in a 
tablet should not exceed 80% (w/w). A larger per- 
centage will give tablets with poor physical prop- 
erties, such as a high disintegration or dissolution 75 
time, a high friability value or a low hardness value. 
Conventional tablets containing higii doses of 
trimethoprim and a sulfonamide consequently have 
a large size, which makes them difficult to swallow 
for a patient. 20 

Attempts have been made to produce tablets 
with more than 80% of the said ingredients which 
still show satisfactory physical characteristics. Such 
a tablet is disclosed in GB 1499672. According to 
this patent tablets containing trimethoprim and a 25 
sulphonamide (e.g. sulphamethoxazoie) are pre- 
pared which contain 80 to 98% (w/w) of active 
ingredients. In addition to the active ingredients the 
tablets comprise a disintegrating agent having a 
swelling capacity greater than 5 ml/g and a 30 
granulating agent. The prescribed particle size, de- 
fined in terms of "weight median diameter", of the 
active ingredients is less than 40 m. preferably 
much less. 

Acccording to GB 1499672, the tablets have a 35 
disintegration time of from 5 minutes and 25 sec- 
onds to nine minutes, in practice, when the dis- 
integration agent is a strongly swelling agent it 
becomes slimy and sticky on contact with a small 
quantity of liquid and this tends to commence 40 
already in the mouth and may result in a lingering 
bitter aftertaste. 

It has now been found that tablets comprising a 
large amount of trimethoprim and a sulfonamide 
and having satisfactory physical properties can be 45 
obtained by incorporating in them instead of a 
swelling agent an ion exchanger of the artificial 
resin type. The use of ion exchangers in the prep- 
aration of solid pharmaceuti'cal compositions is al- 
ready known, e.g. from GB 791,281. but this patent so 
specification does not disclose a method for the 
preparation of compositions with a high percentage 
of active ingredients. The compositions described 



therein contain a relatively large amount of oth r 
exdpients, particulariy lactose, which by its hydro- 
philic character promotes the penetration of fiquid 
in the tablet 

According to the present invention tablets com- 
prising a total amount of trimethoprim and a sulfon- 
amide from 80 to 98% (w/w) in a ratio of 1:20 to 
20:1 are obtained by incorporating in tti&m an ion 
exchanger of the artificiai resin type. The tablets of 
the invention do not need to contain a large amount 
of lactose or any other hydrophilic agents such as 
maize starch or microcrystailine cellulose. 

It will be appreciated that the ion exchanger 
should be pharmaceutical ly acceptable. This im- 
plies that the ion exchanger should not have a 
biological effect of its own in the doses used and 
that it should have a high degree of purity and a 
small particle size. Pharmaceutically acceptable ion 
exchangers, meeting these requirements, are avail- 
able, inter aiia under the trade name Amberlite 

In view of the poor solubility of trimethoprim it 
would be expected tiiat tablets with an acceptable 
disintegration time could only be obtained by using 
a swelling agent with a high swelling capacity, as 
described in GB 1499672. It has surprisingly been 
found that such a swelling agent is not necessary 
in the tablets of the invention. Actually, with the ion 
exchangers of the present invention substantially 
shorter disintegration times were obtained. More- 
over, the ion exchangers used in the tablets of the 
present invention have the advantage that they do 
not give a slimy, sticky mass in contact with a 
liquid. 

Preferred ion exchangers are copolymers of 
divinylbenzene with styrene or metiTacrytic acid 
and phenol-polyamines, particulariy the divinylben- 
zene copolymers. Most preferred are weakly add 
cation exchangers consisting of methacrylic add- 
divinylbenzene copolymer with free cartxDxyi 
groups, such as Amberiite IRP-88. The ran x- 
changers is preferably used in an amount from 1 to 
8% (w/w) of the total tablet More preferably 2-6% 
is used. The ratio of trimethoprim and sulfonamid 
is preferably 1:5. A preferred sulfonamide is sul- 
famethoxazole (3-(4-aminobenzenesulphonamido)- 
5-methyl-isoxazole). 

The tablets may further contain exdpients 
commonly used in pharmacy, such as filfing, bind- 
ing, swelling, lubricating, wetting, granulating, fla- 
voring and colouring agents. Examples of such 
additives are polyvinylpyrrolidone, magnesium 
stearate. highly purified silicon dioxide, sodium 
dioctysulfosuccinate. cellulose derivatives (e.g. so- 
dium carixDxymethylcellulose) and gelatin. 
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For the purpose of the invention trimethoprim 
and the sulfonamide may be used as such or in the 
form of pharmaceuticaily acceptable salts, i.e. salts 
which are not harmful for the human or animal 
organism in the doses to be administered. Exam- 
ples of such salts are hydrohalides (e.g. the hy- 
drochloric or the hydrobromide). the citrate, lactate, 
glutaminate and methylsulfonate of trimethoprim 
and the salts of sulfonamides with bases such as 
sodium hydroxide, ammonia, and amines (e.g. al- 
kanolamines such as ethanolamtne). 

According to a feature of the invention the 
tablets are prepared by mixing trimethoprim and a 
sulfonamide, granulating the mixture with a suitable 
liquid, mixing the granulate with the other ingre- 
dients and compressing tablets from the mixture 
obtained. The granulating liquid is preferably a 
protic solvent, such as ethanol or water or mixtures 
thereof, which may contain one or more additives, 
such as binding and wetting agents, for instance 
polyvinylpyrrolidone, sodium dioctyisulfosuccinate, 
gelatin or sorbitol. The preferred solvent is ethanol. 
The ion exchanger may be mixed with the active 
agents to be incorporated in the granulate, but it 
may also be added entirely or partly after granula- 
tion. 

The tablets of the invention show satisfactory 
hardness and friability and they comply with the 
usual standards with respect to disintegration time. 

The invention also includes dispersable tablets 
and their preparation. Such tablets may be ob- 
tained by incorporating a relatively large amount of 
the disintegrating agent, preferably 4-6%. Suitable 
disintegrating agents for dispersable tablets are 
Amberlite resins of the types IRP88, IRP 67M and 
IRP 69M. 

The preparation of tablets acording to the in- 
vention is illustrated by the following Examples, 
without restricting the scope of it to these embodi- 
ments. 

The tablets were compressed on a Hoko ex- 
center press. The hardness was measured with a 
Schleuniger 2E apparatus and the disintegration 
time was determined with an Erweka disintegration 
apparatus according to BP 80. 

In Examples 4, 5 and 8 the disintegration was 
measured in water of 20°C, in the other Examples 
in water of 37^*0. 

Example 1 

In a Turbula mixer 1200 g of sulfamethoxazole, 
240 g of micronis d trim thoprim and 28,8 of Am- 
berlite IRP.88 were mixed for 15 minutes. The 
mixture was granulated in a Hobart mixer with a 
solution of 28.8 g of PVP K30 in 350 ml of a water- 



ethanol mixture (1:1 vA/); after 10 minutes another 
150 ml of the water-ethanol mixture were added. 
The moist mixture was ground in an Apex mil!, 
spread out on trays and dried overnight at 40- 

5 45**C. The granulate was sieved through a Frewitt 
apparatus with a 1.25 mm screen. The sieved 
granulate was mixed for two minutes in a Turbula 
mixer with 5 g of magnesium stearate and 5 g of 
Aerosil 200 V (highly purified silicon dioxide) per 

70 kg of granulate. The mixture obtained was pressed 
into tablets with a diameter of 11 mm. a hardness 
of 120 N and a weight of 520 mg. Friability: 0.3%; 
disintegration time : 45 sec. 

Further, oblong tablets were compressed with a 

75 hardness of 170 N and a weight of 1020 mg. 
Friability: 0.4%; disintegration time: 45 sec. 

Example 2 

20 A mixture of 400 g of sulfamethoxazole and 80 

g of micronised trimethoprim was granulated in an 
Erweka kneader with a solution of 9.6 g of PVP 
K30 in 160 ml of ethanol/water (1:1 v/v). The 
granulate obtained was dried at 50**C and th n 

25 sieved through a Frewitt apparatus with a 1.0 mm 
screen. The granulate was mixed with 9.6 g of 
Amberlite IRP88 for 10 minutes on a rolling road. 
After addition of 2.5 of magnesium stearate and 2.5 
g of Aerosil 200 V, tablets were pressed with a 

30 diameter of 11 mm and a weight of 480 mg. 
Hardness: 1 00 N; disintegration time: 30 sec. 

Example 3 

35 

a. In a Topo-granulator (mini-Topo) a mixture 
of 600 g of micronised sulfamethoxazole, 
120 g of micronised trimethoprim and 14.4 g 
of Amberiite IRP 88 was granulated with a 

40 solution of 14.4 g of PVP K30 in 275 ml of ■ 

ethanol. The granulate was then dried in the 
mini-Topo and sieved through a Frewitt ap- 
paratus with a 1 .0 mm screen. 

45 A part of the granulate was mixed with 0.5% 

of Aerosil 200 V and 0.75% of magnesium 
stearate and then compressed into tablets 
with a diameter of 11 mm and a weight of 
522 mg. Hardness: 110 N; disintegration 

50 time: 30 sec. 

b. Another part of the granulate was sieved 
through a Frewitt apparatus with a 0.63 mm 
screen, 49 g of the sieved fraction were 

55 mixed with 1.5 g of Amberiite IRP88, 0.75% 

of magnesium stearate and 0.50 of Aerosil 
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200 V and the mixture was compressed into 
tablets with a diameter of 13 mm and a 
weight of 860 mg. Hardness: 70 N; dis- 
integration time: 20 sec. 

Example 4 

80 9 of micronised sulfamethoxazole, 16 g of 
micronised trimethoprim and 5.0 g of Amberfite IRP 
88 were mixed in a Hobart mixer. After 5 minutes a 
granulating liquid consisting of 2.0 g of PVP K30, 
0.04g of Aerosol OT (sodium dioctylsulfosuc- 
cinate) and 40 ml of ethanol were added under 
stirring. A granulate was obtained, which was dried 
in a fluid bed drier and pressed through a 0.80 mm 
screen. The granules were mixed with 0.5 g of 
Aerosil 200 V and 0.75 g of magnesium stearate 
and tablets were compressed with a diameter of 13 
mm and a weight of 730 mg. Hardness: 140 N; 
disintegration time: less than 1 minute. 

Example 5 

The procedure of Example 4 was followed, but 
instead of 2.0 g of PVP K30, 1 .0 g was used. The 
tablets had a hardness of 150 N, a weight of 660 
mg and a disintegration time of less than 1 minute. 

Example 6 

80.0 g of micronised sulfamethoxazole. 16.0 g 
of micronised trimethoprim, 5.0 g of Amberlite IRP 
88 and 5.0 g of Elcema G 250 (a cellulose deri- 
vate) were mixed in a Hobart mixer and granulated 
with a solution of 1.0 g of PVP K30 in 50 ml of 
ethanol. The granulate was dried on a fluidized bed 
and pressed through a 0.80 mm screen. The 
granulate was mixed for two minutes with 0.75 g of 
magnesium stearate and 0.50 g of Aerosil 200 V 
and tablets were compressed with a diameter of 13 
mm and a weight of 678 mg. Hardness: 140 N; 
disintegration time: less than 1 minute. 

Example 7 

In a Hobart mixer, 60 mg of micronised sul- 
famethoxazole, 12 g of micronised trimethoprim 
and 1.4 g of Amt>eriite IRP 88 were mixed for 5 
minutes and the mixture was granulated with a 
solution of 1.55 g of gelatin in 30 ml of 
ethanol/water (1:1 v/v). The granulate was dried at 
60 '^C and pressed through a 1.0 mm screen. The 
granules w re mixed for two minutes with 0.75% of 



magnesium stearate and 0.5% of Aerosil 200 V in a 
Turbula mixer and convex tablets were pressed 
with a diameter of 1 1 mm and a weight of 523 mg. 
Hardness; 130 N; disintegration time: 25 sec. 

5 

Example 8 

The procedure of Example 7 was followed but 
1.5 g of sorbitol was used instead of gelatin. The 
70 tablets had a weight of 550 mg. a hardness of 170 
N and a disintegration time of 60 sec. 

Example 9 

76 60 g of micronised sulfmethoxazole and 12 g 

of micronised trimethoprim were mixed for 5 min- 
utes in a Hobart mixer. The mixture was granulated 
with a solution of 1.5 g of gelatin in 30 ml of 
ethanolMater (1:1 v/v). The granulate was dried at 

20 60 and pressed through a 1.0 mm screen. The 
granules were mixed for 10 minutes witii 1.4 g of 
Amberiite IRP 88 and subsequentiy for 2 minutes 
with 0.75% magnesium stearate and 0.5% Aerosil 
200 V. Tablets were compressed with a diameter of 

25 11 mm and a weight of 525 mg. Hardness: 140 N 
disintegration time: 35 sec. 

Example 10 

30 The procedure of Example 9 was followed, but 

1.5 g of sorbitol was used instead of gelatin. The 
tablets with a weight of 540 mg and a hardness of 
170 N disintegrated in 90 seconds. 

35 Example 1 1 

In a Hobart planetary mixer 60 g of micronised 
sulfmethoxazole, 12 g of trimethoprim and 1.4 g of 
Amberlite IRP 88 was stinted for 5 minutes and the 

40 mixture was granulated with 32 ml of ethanoI>Water 
(1:1 v/v). The granulate was dried at 60**C and 
pressed through a 1.0 mm screen. The granules 
were mixed for two minutes with 0.75% of magne- 
sium stearate and 0.5% of Aerosil 200 V in a 

45 Turbula mixer and convex tablets were pressed 
with a dianr>eter of 11 mm and a weight of 540 mg. 
Hardness: 160 N; disintegration time 15 sea 

Example 12 

50 

In a Hobart planetary mixer 60 g of micronised 
sulfmethoxazole and 12 g of micronised 
trimethoprim were mixed for five minutes. The mix- 
ture was granulated with 30 ml of ethanol/water (1:1 
55 vA^). The granulate was dried at 60*C and ft was 
then comminuted in a Frewitt apparatus with a 1 .0 
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mm screen. The granules were mixed for 10 min- 
utes on a rolling road with 1.4 g. of Amberlite IRP 
88 and then 0.75% magnesium stearate and 0.5% 
Aerosil 200 V were added, after which mixing was 
continued for two minutes. The mixture was com- 
pressed into convex tablets with a diameter of 11 
mm and a weight of 535 mg. Hardness: 150 N; 
disintegration time 15 sec. 

Example 13 

A mixture of 80 g of micronised sulfmethox- 
azole, 16 g of micronised trimethoprim and 4.8 g of 
Amberlite IRP 88 was granulated with a solution of 
50 mg of Aerosol OT in 45 ml of ethanol. The 
moist mass was pressed through a 2.0 mm screen 
and it was then dried in a vacuum stove at 60**C. 
The dried granulate was sieved through a 0.8 mm 
screen and mixed with 0.75% magnesium stearate 
and 0.5% Aerosil 200 V, Tablets were pressed with 
a diameter of 15 mm and a weight of 1000 mg. 
Hardness: 160 N; disintegration time: 15 sec. 

Example 1 4 



1 Preparation of granulate 

In an Erweka kneader 400 g of micronised 
sulfamethoxazole and 80 g of micronised 
trimethoprim were mixed and subsequently 
granulated with a solution of 9.6 g of polyvinylpyr- 
rolidone K30 and 0.6 g of Aerosol OT in 150 ml of 
alcohol. The granulate was dried at 60**C and siev- 
ed in a Frewitt apparatus with a 1 .0 mm screen. 

It Preparation of tablets 



a. 40 g of the granulate was mixed for 10 
minutes with 1.6 g of Amberlite IRP 64M - 
(weakly acid ion exchanger of the H* form). 
Then 0.200 g of Aerosil 200 V and 0.300 g 
of magnesium stearate were added and mix- 
ing was continued for 2 minutes. 

Tablets were pressed with a diameter of 13 
mm and a weight of 710 mg. Hardness: 160 
N; disintegration time: 6 minutes. 

b. The procedure described under a was 
followed, but Amberlite IRP 67M (strongly 
basic ion exchanger of the CI" form) was 
used instead of Amberiite IRP 64M. The 
tablets had a weight of 705 mg. a hardness 
of 130 N and a disintegration time of less 



then one minute. 

c. The procedure described under a was 
followed, but Amberiite IRP 69M (strongly 

5 acid ion exchanger in the Na* form) was 

used instead of Amberlite IRP 64 M. The 
tablets had a weight of 715 mg, a hardness 
of 130 N and a disintegration time of less 
than one minute. 

70 

d. The procedure described under a was 
followed, but Amberiite IRP 88 weas used 
instead of Amberlite IRP 64M. The tablets 
had a weight of 675 mg, a hardnes of 200 N 

76 and a disintegration time of less than one 

minute. 

Example 15 

20 20 g of sulfadiazine and , 4 g of trimethoprim 

were mixed and the mixture was granulated with 12 
ml of a solution of 1% (w/v) polyvinylpyrrolidone in 
water/ethanol (1:1). The granulate was dried at 
60*0 and it was then pressed through a 1.0 mm 

25 .screen. The granules were successively mixed with 
2% Amberiite IRP-88, 0.5% Aerosil 200V and 0.5% 
magnesium stearate. The mixture was compressed 
into convex tablets with a diameter of 11 mm and a 
weight of 530 mg. The hardness was 120 N and 

30 the disintegration time less than 60 seconds. 

Example 16 

A mixture of 30 g of sulfamethoxazole and 2 g 
35 of trimethoprim was granulated with a solution of 
0.64 g of polyvinylpyrrolidone in 12 ml of 
ethanol/water (1:1). The granulate was dried at 
60*C and it was then pressed through a 1.0 mm 
screen and further mixed wirth successively 2% 
40 Amberiite IRP-88. 0.5% Aerosil 200V and 0.5% 
magnesium stearate. 

Convex tablets were compressed with a diam- 
eter of 11 mm and a weight of 600 mg. The 
hardness was 200 N and the disintegration time 
45 less than 30 seconds. 

Example 17 

The procedure of Example 16 was followed, 
50 using 30 g of trimethoprim instead of 2 g and 2 g 
of sulfamethoxazole instead of 30 g. The convex 
tablets had a diameter of 11 mm. a weight of 538 
g, a hardness of 60 N and a disintegration time 
less than 15 seconds. 

55 
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Example 18 

Examples containing 98% active ingredients 
and 1.35% ion exchanger were prepared as fol- 
lows: 204,2 of micronised Sulfamethoxazole, 40,8 g 
of micronised Trimethoprim and 3,4 g of Amberlite 
IRP 88 were mixed in a Hobart mixer and granulat- 
ed with a solution of 125 mg sodiumdioctylsul- 
fosuccinate in 75 ml of ethanol 96%. The granulate 
was dried on a plate at 60^*0 and passed through a 
0,8 mm screen. 770 mg of sieved (0,5 mm) Aerosil 
200 V was added and mixed during 10 minuted in 
a Turbula mixer. 750 mg of sieved (0,5 mm) mag- 
nesiumstearate was added and mixed for another 5 
minutes. The resulting mixture was compressed 
into round tablets with a diameter of 13 mm and a 
weight of 612 mg. Hardness: 150 N. Disintegration 
time: 35 sec. 

Example 19 

Tablets containing 80% active ingredients and 
4.5% ion exchanger were prepared as follows: 

a. 133.3 g. of micronised Sutfamethoxazole, 
26,7 g of micronised Trimethoprim and 9 g 
of Amberlite IRP 88 were mixed in a Hobart 
mixer and granulated wth a solution of 100 
mg of sodiumdioctylsucciante in 50 ml of 
ehtanol 98%. The moist granulate was 
pressed through a 2 mm screen and dried 
on a plate at 60 "C. The dried granulate was 
sieved through a 0,8 mm screen and mixed 
during 10 minutes in a Turbula mixer with 
28.7 g of Avicel pH102 and 1 g of screened 
(0,5 mm) Aerosil 200V. 1 ,2 g of magnesiunr>- 
stearate was then added and mixed for an- 
other 5 minutes. The mixture was com- 
pressed into round tablets with a 13 mm 
diameter and a weight of 750 mg. hardness: 
170 N. Disintegration time: 25 sec. 

b. The procedure of example III was fol- 
lowed, but instead of 9 g of Amberiite IRP 
88. the same amount of Amberiite IRP 276 - 
(strongly basic ion exchanger of the Clform) 
was used. The round tablets with a diameter 
of 13 mm and a weight of 750 mg. had a 
hardness of 160 N and a disintegration time 
of 15 sec. 

Claims 



1 . Tablets for th preparation of tablets containing 
trimethoprim or a salt thereof and a sulfonamide or 



a salt thereof in a ratio between 1:20 and 20:1. the 
total weight of said ingredients being from 80 to 
98% of the total weight of the tablet, characterized 
in that they comprise an ion exchanger of the 
5 artificial resin type. 

2. Tablets according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the ion exchanger is a copolymer of divinyh 
benzene with styrene or methacryRc acid or a 

70 phenohpolyamine. 

3. Tablets according to claim 2, characterized in 
that the ion exchanger is a copolymer of divinyl- 
benzene with styrene or methacrylic add. 

75 

4. Tablets according to claim 3. characterized in 
that it contains a weakly acid cation exchanger 
consisting of methacrylic acid-divinylbenzene 
copolymer with free cariDoxyl groups. 

20 

5. Tablets according to any of the clainris 1-4. 
characterized in that the amount of ion exchanger 
is between 1 and 8% (w/w) of the total tablet 

25 6. Tablets according to claim 5, characterized in 
that the amount of ion exchanger is t}etween 2 and 
6% (wAv) of the total tablet 

7. Tablets according to any of the foregoing claims, 
30 characterized in that the weight ratio of 

trimethoprim to sulfonamide is 1:5. 

8. Tablets according to any of the foregoing claims, 
characterized in that the sulfonamide is sul- 

35 famethoxazole. 

9. Tablets according to any of the foregoing claims 
characterized in that the are dispersible tablets 
containing 4 to 6% (w/w) of a disintegrating agent 

40 

10. Process for the preparation of tai^iets as de- 
fined in claim 1, characterized in that a mixture is 
made, comprising trimethoprim or a salt thereof 
and a sulfonamide or a salt thereof, the mixture is 

45 granulated with a suitable liquid, the granulate is 
mixed with one or more other ingredients and 
tablets are compressed from the mixture and an 
ion exchanger of the artifidal resin type is added 
during the preparation of the granulate and/or ad- 

50 ded to the granulate. 

11. Process according to claim 10, characterized in 
that the liquid used in the granulation is a protic 

55 
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solvent, optionally containing additives such as 
binding and wetting agents. 

12. Process according to claim 11, characterized in 
that the protic solvent is ethanol. 
CLAIMS for Austria 



1 . Process for the preparation of tablets containing 
trimethoprinr) or a salt thereof and a sulfonamide or 
a salt thereof in a ratio between 1:20 and 20:1. the 
total weight of said ingredients being from 80 to 
98% of the total weight of the tablet, characterized 
in that they comprise an ion exchanger of the 
artificial resin type. 

2. Process according to claim 1. characterized in 
that the ion exchanger is a copolymer of divinyi- 
benzene with styrene or methacrylic acid or a 
phenol-poiyamine. 

3. Process according to claim 2, characterized in 
that the ion exchanger is a copolymer of divinyl- 
benzene with styrene or methacrylic acid. 

4. Process according to claim 3. characterized in 
that it contains a weakly acid cation exchanger 
consisting of methacrylic acid-divinylbenzene 
copolymer with free carboxyl groups. 

5. Process according to any of the claims 1-4, 
characterized in that the amount of ion exchanger 
is kept between 1 and 8% (w/w) of the total tablet. 

6. Process according to claim 5. characterized in 



that the amount of ion exchanger is kept between 2 
and 6% (w/w) of the total tablet. 

7. Process according to any of the foregoing 
5 claims, characterized in that the weight ratio of 

, trimethoprim to sulfonamide is 1 :5. 

8. Process according to any of the foregoing 
claims, characterized in that the sulfonamide is 

10 sulfamethoxazole. 

9. Process according to any of the foregoing claims 
characterized in that the tablets are dispersible 
tablets containing 4 to 6% (w/w) of a disintegrating 

75 agent. 

10. Process for the preparation of tablets as ac- 
cording to any of the foregoing claims, character- 
ized in that a mixture is made, comprising 

20 trimethoprim or a salt thereof and a sulfonamide or 
a salt thereof, the mixture is granulated with a 
suitable liquid, the granulate is mixed with one or 
more other ingredients and tablets are compressed 
from the mixture and an ion exchanger of the 

25 artificial resin type is added during the preparation 
of the granulate and/or added to the granulate. 

11. Process according to claim 10, characterized in 
that the liquid used in the granulation is a protic 

30 solvent, optionally containing additives such as 
binding and wetting agents. 

1 2. Process according to claim 1 1 , characterized in 
that the protic solvent is ethanol. 

35 
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